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Capt. AMEs LowRx. 


d APTAIN James Lowrey, aged 34; 
was born at Haddington, near Edin- 
i Tags SI burgh, in Scotland. He was a 
xg Deſcendant of a very good Fa- 
be mily, and his Parents brought him 
up like a Gentleman, and intend- 
ed to give him the beſt of Edu- 
cation; but while he was going through the 
Schools, and making the beft Progrefs that he 
could, unhappily for him, his Father and Mother 
both died very ſoon after one another, leaving him 


behind them, who as yet was but very young. 
B After 
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* After this — Loſs, he was ſent for to Lon- 


don by an Uncle, under whoſe kind and benevo- 
lent Inſpection, he began to be initiated in mathe- 
matical Learning. To his great Misfortune, how- 
ever, this Gentleman alſo died, and then the un- 
happy Subject of the ſubſequent Sheets began to 
thipk of going to Sea, being, at about 5 Years of 
Age, left deſtitute of all his near Relations. Where- 
upon, by his own Induſtry and Application, he got 
Himſelf recommended to the Merchants Service; 
and on Board the firſt Ship, in which he went 
abroad, he had the Advantage of a mathemati- 
cal Maſter, who went the Voyage to inſtruct the 
Captain's Son, and Lowrey had the Indulgence 
given him of the ſame Gentleman's Inſtruction, by 
which Means he became alſo thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the Theory of the Art of Navigation ; and 
as to the practical Part ſince that Time, he is al- 
lowed by all that knew him in the Capacity of a 
Seaman, to have improved his Time, as well as 
any Man of his Years ever did. 

Having ſaid thus much in Regard to his Cha- 
racter, as an able and experienced Sailor, we ſhall 
add nothing farther at preſent of our own, but ſhall 
refer the Reader to the following true and genuine 
Narrative of his Jaſt unhappy Voyage from Ja- 
maica to England, which we received in Manu- 
{cript from his own Hand but a ſhort Time before 
his Execution ; for which Reaſon it is highly im- 
probable that any other Accounts ſhould be true 
and genuine, whatever ſome Perſons of too con- 
ſummate an Aſſurance, may preſume to aſſert to 
the contrary, in Favour of their own crude and 
tpurious Productions. | 
After haying ſpent ſeven. Years in the Mer- 
chants Service, I entered myſelf into the Service 
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of his Majeſty's Navy in the Year 1736, and conti- 
nued therein till the Year 1747 ; at winch Time the 
Peace being concluded, ſeveral of my very good 
Friends adviſed me to go to Jamaica; and as 1 
determined to comply with that Motion, they were 
pleaſed to aſſiſt me very kindly with ſeveral Let- 
ters, wherein they very ſanguinely recommended 
me to ſome of the principal 1nhabitants, who were 
Merchants in thoſe Parts. 

No ſooner, therefore, was I arrived in the Iſland, 
but they gave me the Command of one of their 
trading Sloops. Accordingly I- went with her to 
Porto Bello, but Trade being in ſome Meaſure 
ſtagnated there, the Sloop was laid up. Upon 
this, 1 went down to the Pariſh of Weſtmoreland, 
where the Gentlemen Planters received me with all 
the Teſtimonies of the higheſt Deference and Re- 
card ; and voluntarily, without any Sollicitations 
on my Part, offered to load any Ship whatever, 
that I ſhould think proper to bring into that Part 
of the Iſland, preferable to any other Commander 
whomſoever, that ſhould viſit the Place; and to 
convince me of the Sincerity of their friendly In- 
tentions towards me, they furniſhed me with ample 
Letters of Recommendation to their principal Cor- 
reſpondents in the City of London. 

During the Time of my Reſidence in the Pariſh 
of Weſtmoreland in that Iſland, as abovementioned, 
Mr. Bally Elworthy and Company, who were very 

ſubſtantial Merchants at Ning ſton wrote me a Let- 
ter, but I was at Kingſton before it came to my 
Hands. 

However, as ſoon as I arrived, they paid me a 
Viſit, and, after a ſhort Treaty, they put me in- 
to Poſſeſſion of the Ship Molly, which happened 
about the latter End of September in the Year 

B 2 1750, 
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1750; As at that Time there were neither Mates 
nor Hands of any Conſideration belonging to the 
aid Veſſel (good Sailors being then very ſcarce, 
and hard to be procured in Jamaica) and making 
a Winter's Voyage of it, I was reduced to the 
Neceſſity of taking up with ſuch People as I could 
find, whether able and experienced Hands or not, 
and to give an exorbitant Price likewiſe to en- 
courage them to make the Voyage with me. 
On the 28th of OFober, then next following, at 
which Time I had the Pilot on Board, and a Sloop- 
boat ready to ſupply my People with ſuch Cloaths, 
and other Neceſſaries as they ſhould ſtand mot in 
Need of for their Winter's Paſſage. I ſet Sail from 
Port- Royal in Jamaica, having then on Board the 
following Crews, viz. James Lowrey, Maſter, James 
Gaddirer, Chief Mate, Humphry Roberts, ſecond 
Mate, Fames Smout, Cornelius Clerk, John Hunt, 
Edward Flakerty, William Dwight, and John Grace, 
who were all ſhipp'd by the ſecond Mate and 
Merchants, at Two Guineas a-piece Premium, with 
Orders to me to give them a Note for Ten Gui- 
neas, and Ten Gallons of Rum each, as ſoon as 
the Ship ſhould arrive at her Moorings in the Ri- 
ver of Thames. 

William Wham, John Murray, Peter Bright, 
and Keneth Haſſock, were ſhipp*'d by myſelf, with 
whom I agreed to give each a Note for Ten 
Pounds, and Ten Gallons of Rum. As to James 
Ramfhaw, he acted only as my Servant, and was 
to ſail at no ſtated Price, but to be rewarded after 
our Paſſage, according to his good Behaviour and 
Deſerts. 

No ſooner had we got without the Keys, and 
the Pilot was diſcharged, but ] called all Hands 
up (being all perfect Strangers to me) and ad- 
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dreſſed myſelf to them by Words to this or the like 
Effect. 


Gentlemen, | 

We are now entered upon our intended Voy- 
age for England; and as our Hands are but few, 
© let me recommend to you, in the firſt Place, 
© Peace and Quietneſs, and! Brotherly Love, one 
* amongſt another; avoid all Jarrings and Dif- 
contents, but contrive Matters ſo as to eaſe one 
another as Opportunity may offer, ſince the Buſi- 
neſs of the Ship (as you are all ſenſible) muſt be 
done. 
Nothing ſhall be wanting in me to contribute 
towards your Happineſs and Welfare, and I ſhall 
be proud of encouraging you, whenever 1 ſhall 
find you, by your Diligence and Application, vi- 
ſibly deſerve it. | 
When your Rigging ſhall be ſecured from 
chipping, and when you have got a ſufficient 
Supply of Points, Gaſkills, Spun-yarn, and ſome 
few other Requiſites, which Materials are beſt 
to be got ready prepared, whilſt we are in a 
warm Country. | 
When theſe little preliminary Services (which 
are abſolutely neceflary) are once over, you 
will have little elſe to do, during the Remain- 
der of the Voyage, but to tend the Ship, Watch 
and Watch.“ | 
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When we got into the cold Weather, and they 
came to their Watches alternately, I gave them 
a Five Pint Flaſk of Rum, and told them for their 
Encouragement, that if they behaved well it ſhould 
frequently be repeated, 1 

In 
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In the Afternoon, I mage it my Buſineſs to over- 


hal the Pump, and Pump-gear, and upon ſtrict 
Examination found the Larboard Pump choak'd ; 


whereupon I hoiſted it up, and at aft, tho* with 
no ſmall Trouble and Difficulty, I punched a bro- 


ken Pump Break out of it. | 

When I had put the Pump in its proper Poſi- 
tion, and all Matters were ſettled to my Satisfac- ' 
tion, in Regard to ſo important a Particular; I 
called the Mates down to the Cabbin, and gave 
them to underſtand, that it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to be careful, and to inſpect narrowly into all 
Deficiencies, conſidering that we were on Board 
an old crazy Veſſel; and that the keeping the 
Pumps, and their Gear in good Caſe and Condi- 
tion, was a very eſſential Article; and thereupon 
repeated to them my Admonition of Care and 
Aſſiduity in all ſuch material Points; and added, 

' moreover, that it was a Point of Prudence to be 
always guarded againſt all Caſualties, that might 
either damage the Ship, or expoſe our Lives and 
Safeties to any viſible and apparent Danger. 

After this general Admonition, IT applied myſelf 
to the Mates in particular, and aſked them whe- 
ther they had taken proper Care to be duly fur- 
niſhed with Tinder, Matches, and the like trivial, 
tho? abſolutely neceſſary Materials; to which they 
both anſwered in the Affirmative. | 

I then told them, that, as we were at that Time 
turning to the Windward, we ſhould have no Oc- 
caſion for any Light in the Binacle, ſo long as we 
could fee the Compaſs. 

Some Time afterwards, however, Occaſion 
offered, that a Light was neceſſary, and I gave 
Orders for one accordingly ; but, to my Surprize, 
neither were there any Matches or Tinder to be 
found : 
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found: And being ſomewhat vex'd, and indeed 
angry at ſuch a groſs Piece of Neglect, I repri- 
manded the Mate pretty ſeverely for his Remiſſ- 
neſs in giving Credit to a Parcel of Fellows on 
Board, who were perfect Strangers, and on whoſe 
Words there was no Dependance. 

Alfter thus juſtly ſhewing my Reſentment, I de- 
fired that he himſelf would take Care that neither 
Tinder nor Matches ſhould for the future be want- 
ing, and gave him, moreover, to underſtand, that 
I expected he ſhould not hereafter think the Care 
of ſuch ſeeming Trifles beneath his Notice; ſince 
it was not only a Duty incumbent on him, but was 
a conſtant Practice obſerved by all diligent Mates 
in the Merchants Service, WW 
Some Time after this Reprimand and Caution 
given, I got up in the Night-time, and found both 
the Mates aſleep, though on their Watch, 
Here again, as I imagine I had very juſt Cauſe, 
I reprimanded them more ſeverely than before, and 
expoſtulated with them on ſuch a ſhameful Act of 
Indolence and Neglect, and told them at the ſame 
Time, that it would be impoſſible to get to Wind- 
ward, unleſs the Ship was very carefully tended ; 
and thatgghey knew, as well as myſelf, that all 
commen Hands would be remiſs, unleſs a very 
watchful Eye was kept over them. 
| Notwithſtanding all theſe Expoſtulations, I 
found they had no Influence over then, as ſoon as 
out of my Sight; for the very next Night I found 
them faſt aſleep as before. | 
Being extremely provoked at this their Miſcon- 
duct, and Neglect of my Orders, and finding it 
impoſſible, through their Perverſeneſs, to get to 
the Windward, I hoiſted our Colours on the 3oth 
of October, about Six in the Morning, and bore a- 
X way 
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way for the Gulph of Florida. About Eight of 


the Clock, I perceived a Snow in the Offing, which 


plied to the Windward. She ſhewed her Colours, 
and bore away after us, and thereupon we ſhortened 
our Sail, and about Noon ſpoke with the Nancy 
Snow, Michael Dalton, Maſter, who came from 
Black River in Jamaica, and was bound for Lon- 
_; 1 T5: i 

Me agreed to keep Company together. At this 
Time ſeveral of our Hands were in a bad State of 
Health, and as James Smout, in particular, was ill 


of a Fever, I moved him into the Mate's Cabbin, 
in order, in the firſt Place, to be near me, and in 


the next, to prevent him, as much as poſſible, from 
being diſturbed. 


Between the goth of Oftber, and the gth of No- 


vember, I had Occaſion for a Light in the Binacle, 
but could neither find Tinder nor Matches ; where- 
upon I once more reprimanded the Mate for his 
monſtrous Remiſſneſs, in not getting ſuch Mate- 
rials in Readineſs himſelf, or at leaſt in not ſeeing 
that ſome Perſon or other performed fo neceſſary 
an Office. 

Upon this, contrary to my Expectations, he 
treated me with all the Indignity imaging>!e, and, 
moreover, with very ſcurrilous Langua$e ; which 
I no otherwiſe reſented, than by telling him, that 


J was ſurpriſed at his Inſolence, and rude Deport- 
ment; and that it would be an Act of Prudence in 
him (from the Indulgence that I had ſhewn him 


during his Paſſage ſo far) that his Diligence and 
Application'to what he was charged to-do, ſhould 
make Atonement for his Want of Capacity for the 
future. 

Hereupon he perſiſted in his opprobrious Lan- 


guage, and was more impertinent and noiſy than 
| before; 


=_ 
before; he told me he was as much a Gentle- 
man as myſelf, and as ſuch, would take à proper 
Opportunity to call me to Account for my inſult- 
ing him; and ever after never concerned himſelf 
about the Affairs of the Ship, but played the Part 
of a Bully, and hector'd and domineer' d without 
Controul. | 185 SY 
As this Inſolence and repeated ill Language, 
with which he treated me, was palt all Sufferance, 
without ſhewing a properReſcntment, I was obliged, 
tho* contrary to my Inclinations, to debar him from 
the Privilege of my Cabbin and Table, &c. 8 
Tho' I teſtified my Diſpleaſure thus far, yet I 
ſent Edward Flakerly to let him know, that not- 
withſtanding his ill Treatment of me in fo pro- 
voking a Manner, he ſhould ſtill have the Uſe of 
every Thing I had, which was an Act of Indul- 
gence he did not deſerve at my Hands. 
The Anſwer he ſent back was very ſaucy and 
impertinent to the laſt Degree. ; F 
As I found every Thing perfectly neglected, ſe- 
veral of my Hands on Board uſeleſs thro* Sickneſs, 
and myſelf greatly diſtreſſed by the Mate's Con- 
tempt of the Orders which they received from me, 
from Time to Time, I was reduced to the Neceſ- 
ſity of diſcovering the unhappy Situation I was in 
to Captain Dalton, as often as Opportunity would 
ermit, | | 
I told him that I was apprehenſive, from the re- 
fractory Deportment of my Mates, that they pro- 
poſed, in the Night-Time, to occaſion a Separa- 
tion between us, which would be a great Mortifi- 
cation to me, ſhould they accompliſh ſuch a vil- 
lainous Deſign. 85 
On November the 3d, at about 5 o' Clock in the 


Afternoon, I brought the Ship to, under the Main- 
C ſail, 
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fail, and ſent my Hands up to hand the Forefail 1 
but I might as well have preached to the Wind ; 
they turn'd a deaf Ear to all my Orders, and were 
no more under Command than if I had been their 
Equal. 

Eoting myſelf thus lighted, I thought I had ve- 

ry juſt Grounds for Complaint ; and accordingly I 
reprimanded Mr. Gaddirer, in very warm Terms, 
for condeſcending ſo low as to drink Grog with the 
Refuſe- of the Ship. 
As the Seas ran high in the Night, and my Boy 
James Ramfhaw being miſſing in the Morning, I 
concluded, upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry I could make, 
'that the young Fellow was waſhed over-board 1n 
the Dark, he being, as I underſtood, that Even- 
ing over-loaded with Liquor. 

Being greatly concern'd for the Loſs of the Boy, 
T aſked the Mates what they thought of the Matter? 
Upon this, Mr. Gaddirer, who was in exceſſive high 
Spirits (which I had not obſerved for ſome Time 
before) made Anſwer, with a kind of Sneer, the 
Boy, Sir, has frequently told me, that he would 
Jump over-board, and put himſelf out of his Pain 
at once; with ſeveral additional Impertinencies, 
tending to the ſame Purpoſe. 

Upon this 1 aſked him why he did not commu- 
nicate ſuch a raſh Intention of the Lad's before; 
and at the ſame Time, I addreſs'd myſelf to the 
Crew in general, and deſired them to ſpeak their 
Sentiments freely, whether they had ever ſeen me 
guilty of any Severities that could induce any one 
of them to lay violent Hands on himſelf, and be 
his own unhappy Executioner ? 

After this publiek Appeal I deſired Mr. Roberts, 
the ſecond Mate, to write in the Log-Book their 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral Sentiments in Regard to the ſudden Loſs of 
the Lad. 

As Mr. Gaddirer | found gave me freſh Occaſions 
for Complaint againſt him, by his Infolence and 
Contempt of my Orders, I had determined, that, 
in-Caſe the Weather had permitted (and gave him 
to underſtand as much) I would diſmiſs him, and 
reſign him to Captain Dalton, if he ſhould be in- 
clined to take him; for I plainly perceived that he 
was projecting the utter Ruin of the Voyage to all 
Intents and Purpoſes. 

On the 29th, however, in the Afternoon, Zames + 
Ramſhaw, the Boy whom we had all concluded to be 
drown*d, to our great Satisfaction, as well as Sur- 
prize, made his perſonal Appearance; he having 
conceal'd himſelf, as he then acknowledg*d, for 
Fear of being puniſh*d for getting drunk; which 
(tho* I am ſorry to ſay it) gave a ſurpriſing Check 
to that Flow of Spirits which Mr. Gaddirer had 
ſhew'd during the Lad's Non-appearance. 

On the the goth 1 was taken very ill, havin 
catched a violent Cold, which had ſo great an Ef- 
fect upon me that I found myſelf under a Neceſſi- 
ty of taking to my Bed. 

In the Evening, as the Wind: blew exceſſive 
hard, I call'd to Mr. Roberts, and aſked him what 
he meant by carrying ſuch a Preſſure of Sail at ſo 
unſeaſonable a Time. I found, however as he was 
very much in Liquor, that it was to little Purpoſe 
to check him then; but I charged him Home the 
next Morning with his ill Conduct, and with get- 
ting drunk, at a Time when he ought to have had 
his Thoughts about him, for the Safety of himſelf 
as well as of the Ship. 
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To theſe Remonſtrances he made little or no 
Reply, and all my Admonitions were perfectly 
thrown away upon him. | 
About two or three Days afterwards, as I thought 
it adviſeabie- to bring the Ship more by the Head, 
1 got the Cables up, and ordered my Men to get 


a Mahogony Plank out of the Steerage ; but I found 
they trifled away their Time, and more tedious than 
I expected, I went down below myſelf in order to 
quicken them. 

Upon my coming amongſt them, to ſee what 
they were about, both the Mates gave me a very 
rude Reception; and Roberts in particular (damn- 
ing his Eyes at the ſame Time) left off Work, and 
{wore he would not be hurried and worried in fuch 
a Manner, not he truly; upon which I own I re- 
primanded him very ſeverely ; but ſhewid my Re- 
ſentment in no other Shape. | | 
In the Night-Time, I perceiv'd the Mates were 
ſhamefully negligent, cven during their Watch; 
F hereupon I flatly and plainly told them, that I 
ſaw through their Drift, and chat they were con- 
triving to occaſion a Separation between my Ship 
and Captain Dalton's. 

On the 7th of December, as I was extremely ill, 
and obliged to keep my Bed, Mr. Gaddirer came 
down to my Bed-fide, about five O'Clock in the 
Afternoon, to acquaint me that they had loſt Sight 
of the Snow, and that they had been yawing the 
Ship about for above two Hours, taking the Ad- 
vantage of my Indiſpoſition, and incapacity to pre- 
vent them from purſuing their own wayward In- 
elinations. I told them thereupon, that I thought 
they were highly to blame for altering their Courſe 
without my Approbation or Conſent; and this I 
tald them was a Scheme which they had for a long 
Time 
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Time contriv'd, and had embraced the fayourable 
Opportunity of my Confinement to my Bed to 
carry their Mal- practices into Execution. 

On the 11th, having met with very tempeſtuous 
Weather, and finding that we ſhipped a large 
Quantity of Water, I unſlipt the Winleſs, and 
laſh'd it to the Ring-bolts on Deck; after that I 
employed myſelf in caulking, where I found there 
was Occaſion ; but miſſing the Pitch-Kettle and 
Pitch, which I then wanted to make uſe of, and 
having ſeen both the Night before, I turned all 
Hands up, and tax'd them with their ill Behaviour 
towards me in general, (for I plainly perceived a 
manifeſt Difference in their Deportment'fince I had 
unhappily loſt Sight of the Szow) and at the ſame 
Time I told them moreover, that they were a Pack 
of inconſiderate Raſcals, and that 1 look*d upon 
all the Steps they took, no better nor worſe, than 
ſo many flagrant Acts of Pyracy ; whereupon I 
put them all to ſhort Allowance, in order to ſee if 
ſome one or other of them would not impeach the 
Perſon who had clandeſtinely, and with a malicious 
Intention, thrown the Pitch-pot over-board ; ſince, 
as it had been ſeen ſo lately, there muſt be Some- 
body or other muſt inevitably know by what Means 
it was loſt, 5 

After I had caulk'd, wherever I found it moſt 
expedient and abſolutely neceſſary; and after 
I ͤparcell'd and paid the Scams with the Tar 
boil'd down; in the Afternoon I found Fohn Mur- 
ray faſt aſleep below; whereupon I rouſed him 
out of his Neſt; and aſk'd him if he was not 
aſham*d to indulge himſelf in ſo ſlothful a Manner 
at that Time of the Day; at which he at firſt 
only mutter*'d and grumbled ; but when perfectly 
awak'd, he treated me with all the ſcurrilous Lan- 


guage 
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guage that his malicious Heart could deviſe, and 
Fincher flatly refuſed to obey my Directions; and 
inſtead thereof, he went directly up to the Fore-top- 
maſt Head; where he not only repeated his op- 

rgbrious Language, but vow'd Revenge. 
Upon this, I ſent the ſecond Mate, Mr. Roberts, 
up, to fetch him down ; who brought him accord- 
ingly ; and I own I chaſtiz'd him pretty ſmartly 
with the End of the Croſs-Jagg- brace, for his Inſo- 
lence and unmannerly Deportment. 

After this, notwithſtanding we ſhipt Abundance 
of Water, we plainly perceiv'd that our Veſſel was 
much tighter than it was before. 

In Proceſs of Time, however, as we met with 
a great Deal of very bad Weather, and as our 
Ship grew leaky, my Men more and more head- 
. ſtrong and unruly, and very ſeldom ſober, I was 
compell'd, as it were, to keep Liquor from them 
but all my Endeavours to reſtrain and curb them 
prov'd altogether fruitleſs and ineffectual ; for the 
ſecond Mate fold them Liquors clandeſtinely con- 
trary to my expreſs Orders, and his repeated Pro- 
miſes never to tranſgreſs in that Particular any 
more; but ſuch Proteſtations I found were very 
little regarded, and the ſame Miſdemeanours were 
repeated as ſoon as my Back was turn'd. 

On December the 23d, William Wham came to 
me, between three and four in the Afternoon, and 
made his Complaint to me of Keneth Haſſock, and 
inſiſted that he had open'd his Bag, and ſtole 
from thence ſeveral Notes; upon which Charge, I 
called the ſaid Haſſock up, and found him very 
deeply diſguiſed in Liquor. After this John Hunt 
and James Smout came to me with freſh Complaints 
againſt the ſaid Haffock for ſtealing a Bottle of 
Rum from each of them; and in ſhort, all the 
whole 
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whole Crew exclaim'd againſt. the ſaid Haſſock, as 
an errand Thief, Blood-Sucker, and the worſt of 
Villains, Sc. Upon this univerſal Complaint, - I 
bid them all be eaſy, that I would narrowly inſpect 
into the Truth of all the Crimes thus laid to his 
Charge; and would do them Juſtice (in Cafe I 
found him guilty) as ſoon as he was ſober. 

As fon as the Fellow had recover*d his Senſes, 
I ordered him to be made faſt to the Rails on the 
Starvo-rd Side of the Quarter-Deck ; and ſoon af- 
ter Mr. Gaddirer came and told me, that Haſſock 
wanted to go to the Head to eaſe Nature : To 
which I ſaid, by all Means; but take Care I charge 
you, that the Fellow gets no Liquor during the 
Time of his Releaſement, He aſked ſeveral of 
the Crew, however, as I was afterwards inform'd, 
to give him a Dram, to touch his Liver, and 
made uſe of ſeveral quaint Terms of the like Na- 
ture, during the Time he was untied. 

As the Crew, however, abuſed him for his ill 
Behaviour, he was faſtened again to the Rails as at 
firſt, Much about fix o' Clock I came upon Deck, 
and aſked the chief Mate how all Matters ſtood ? 
O, Sir, ſaid he, brave and pretty moderate. 

Caſting my Eyes on Haſſock, I perceived he was 
upon his Knees ; upon which ſaid I to the Mate, 
Why don't you make the Fellow ſtand on his Legs? 
To this he replied, that he had endeavour'd ſo to 
do, but could not make him change his Poſture. 
Then ſaid I, I'll make him get up, I warrant 
you. So calling my Hands all up, I ordered them 
to looſe the Top- ſails, mend the Reefs, and ſer the 
Main- top-ſail. 

As Haſſock was ſetting on the Ground during 
theſe Preliminaries to the Puniſhment due to his 
Demerits, I went to him, and bid him ſtand up- 


On 


that he was very ſubject to ſuch Diſorders, and had 


\ 
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7a on his Legs. At firſt he paid no Manner of Re- 


gard to my Commads. I parted from him, how- 
ever, for ſome Time, with only telling him, that 


if he would not ſtir, and continue ſullen till I 
return d, I would moſt aſſuredly chaſtiſe him with 


ſuch a Rope's End as ſhould ſoon bring him aut of 
his dogged Airs; and then I gave him three ſmart 
Straps, tis true; but it was upon his Backſide. 
When 1 had given him this gentle Correction, I 
went over on the other Side to hurry the People to 


Sheet home the Main-top-ſait. As ſoon as the Sheets 
were belaid, I called the Men aft, and bid them 


take Hafſock out of the Way of hoiſting the Main- 
top-ſail; but they not coming Time enough, I 
ran a-croſs myſelf for that Purpoſe ; and when I 


came up to him, I perceiv'd his Head was hang- 


ing over his Shoulder, and that he foam'd at the 


Mouth. ; 


Upon this unexpected Spectacle, I call'd for a 
Knife with the utmoſt Precipitation to cut him 
looſe ; and as ſoon as that could poſſibly be done, 
J order'd him to be carried below, which was 
done accordingly. | 

As we found him ſpeechleſs, we us'd our beft 
Endeavours to bleed him, and took the beſt Mea- 
ſures we could think of to reſtore him to his Senſes ; 


but we found he was paſt Recovery. 


On the 26th of December, when I came upon 
Deck in the Morning, the Crew made Complaint 
to me of William Wham's being below, and that 
they could not get him upon Deck; whereupon 
I went down to ſee what was the Matter with him. 
When I came to him, he bawl'd, and roar'd out 
moſt hideouſly, telling me at the ſame Time that 
he was ſadly tormented with Rheumatic Pains; 


been 
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been Five Months at a Time formerly in St. Thomas's 
enen 
As he was lying there with Peter Bright, wrapt 
up in the Gib with all his wet Cloaths on, I made 
him ſtrip directly, turn into his - Cabbin, and 
order'd ſomething warm for him to drink; ñ 
The Crew I found were nettled all Day long at 
this humane Treatment of him, and in a grumbling, 
diſcontented Tone, inſiſted that Vban only fhammi'c 
ſick. | | 
The next Mixing, however, as the Crew ſtill 
peremptority afferted, that ham was as capable 
of ſtanding the Buſineſs of the Deck as either of 
them. I went down, and inſiſted on his making 
his Appearance above; which Order he complied 
with, but with Abundance of Difficulty, and to 
all outward, Appearance in great Pain; for he roar'd 
moſt pitiouſly, | 

In the Afternoon, however, I prevail'd on him 
to ſtand to the Pump ; and coming to ſee how he 
went on about Five o' Clock, I found him moſt 
ſhamefully drunk. Being thus highly provek'd, 
J infifted to know by what Means, and of whom 
he procur'd fuch a Quantity of Liquor, as to be 

intoxicated to ſuch a ſcandalous Degree. At laſt, 
after ſome pretty ſevere Menaces, he confeſs'd he 
had it of the ſecond Mate; upon this I called Mr. 
Roberts, and charg*d him with a Breach of his 
Promiſe; and at the ſame Time laid before him, 
in a ſerious, ſedate Manner, the Inconveniences that 
attended the leaky Veſſel we were in, and that the 
Lives and Safeties of the whole Company were at 
Stake, whilſt he was indulging the common Fel- 
lows in Licentiouſneſs, and rendering them in- 
capable of doing their reſpective Duties. 
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As Roberts had frequently (upon being pretty 
roundly reprimanded by me) promiſed, in the molt | 
| ſolemn Manner, that he would ſell none of the Crew 
any Liquors whatſoever for the future; and being 
_ conſcious to himſelf that if I catch'd him any more 
in that clandeſtine Way of dealing, I ſhould en- 
tertain a very bad Opinion of him, ſince he was 
very ſenſible that I would not ſuffer any one of the 
Crew to be depriv'd of Liquor in Cafe they made 
but a proper Uſe of it. I ſaid no more to Roberts 
at that Juncture, but went aft upon the Quarter- 
deck. No ſooner had I left him, but Roberts 
began to belabour bam pretty ſeverely ; upon 
which I call'd to him, and bid him let the Fellow 
alone, as he was ſo monſtrouſly drunk and inſenſi- 
ble of the Faulr for which he chaſtiz'd him, 
Beſides, I told him, it was cruel. in him to fell 
him the Liquor firſt that had ſo diſguis'd him, and 
then to beat him ſo unmercifully for telling me 
the Truth when I infiſted on knowing it. | 
Roberts, however, regardleſs of my Expoſtu- 
lations, repeated his Blows ; but at laſt I inſiſted 
on it, that he ſhould give over, and ſtrike him no 
more. Roberts, in Defiance of my expreſs Orders, 
ſwore he would continue threſhing him, and treat- 
ed me at the ſame Time with too ſcurrilous Lan- 
ge for one in my Office to put up with from 
an Inferior, and thereupon I knock'd him down 
directly with my double Fiſt, Not long after, 
Roberts went, and lean'd on the Gunnel of the 
Yawl; upon which I ask'd him how he durſt 
3 to behave in ſo inſolent a Manner, when 
e could not but perceive that I was taking all the 
Care and Concern I poſſibly could for the Preſer- 
vation of the Ship, and the Lives and Safeties of 
every individual Perſon that was in her, 
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To this I added ſome other Expoſtulations of 
the like Nature. Roberts, in a Paſſion, damn'd 
his Eyes, and replied, Do you think TIl be worried 
in this Manner by you? And as the Winleſs was 
laſh'd on the Main-deck, he knock'd me down - 
over the End of it ; then fell upon me, and got 
one of his Fingers down my Throat, and with the 
other Hand beat me moſt unmercifully; and more- 
over kneed me. I inſiſted on his letting me rife. 
No, Damn his Eyes, if he did, for he'd hck 

me within an Inch of my Life. WF. 
Seeing him ſo reſolute, at laſt T cried out Mur- 
der: Upon which Mr. Gaddirer came to my A, 
ſiſtance, and took him off me; but as Thad held 
his Finger faſt in my Mouth, till I was obliged 
to cry out, I had brought away the Skin and 
| 0 leſh from the upper Knuckle down to the very 

all. 

After the Fray was in fome Meaſure over, the 
other Hands flock'd round about me, hearing 
how I had been mortified by Roberts, and cried, 
in a hypocrital Tone, Lord ! Sir, what ſhall we 
all do? We ſhall all be ruin'd and undone 3 we 
ſhall not know-how to act ſhould you come to 
any Misfortune; with Abundance of the like Cant. 
To theſe Falſe-hearted Addreffes of theirs I re- 
lied, that they were all a pack of inconſiderate, 
worthleſs Raſcals. How durſt you, ſaid I, fee 
me abuſed in ſuch an open and mercileſs Manner, 
and not endeavour to prevent it ? Do you know, 
ye Raſcals, that there is No-body to take Care 
either of the Ship, or your own Lives, except 
myſelf ? Sure I am, whatever Thoughts you may 
entertain of me, you'll find me your beſt Friend 


at laſt. 
D 2 On 
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On the 28th, in the Morning, as the Weathe 
was then pretty moderate, I obſerved a Piece of 
the Doubling broke off on each Side of the Stern, 
where it was very viſible that the Water flowed in 
ice. On this Diſcovery I determined to lighten 
. by throwing the Nicuragua Wood over- 
board, which was very heavy. 
About Ten o' Clock Jobn Hunt came to me, 
and informed me, that he was all of a Sudden 
taken extremely ill: Upon that, I took him down 
into the Cabbin, and gave him a Glaſs of Wine 
and then ordered him to lie down, and try to re- 
poſe himſelf. | 
The two Hands that were ſick before, namely, 
Fun Grace and Peter Bright, having been ſeveral 
Times found drunk, and all Hands being employed 


in throwing the cumbrous Wood over-board, 1 
- obliged them to go among the reſt, to prevent them 


from getting more Liquor ; for we had found the 


Neck of a Quart-Bottle, with Strings faſtened to 
it, which they 1 * (as they afterwards acknow- 


ledged) into the Bung: hole of a Caſk of Rum, 
which was the Property of Mr. Roberts, the ſe- 

cond Mate. | | 
In the Afternoon, thoſe that had been at Work 
mbled and muttered moſt grievouſly, about 
Hunt's being below, and indulged ſo long; and 
inſiſted upon his getting to Work, as he had five 
or fix Hours Refreſhment. I told him what grie- 
vous Complaints they made, and that they inſiſted 
he only ſnamm'd being ſick, and was as able to 
work as they were; for which Reaſon, I uſed my 
utmoſt Endeavours to prevail upon him to go upon 
Deck, and be as ſerviceable as he could, conſider- 
ing the dangerous Situation we were in; and after 
ſome crying and whining, he obeyed my Direc- 
tions, 
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tions, and reconciled himſelf to the Work in 
Hand, for his own Sake, as well as the public 


Safety. r 
After we had thrown about ten Tons of the 
Wood before-mentioned into the Sea, and thereby 
lightened the Ship as far as I thought abſolutely 
neceſſary, the next material Affair was to ſtop the 
Leak ; buf as I had been ſo much bruiſed and bat- 
tered by the unparallell'd Inſolence of the firſt Mate, 
I had not Power to get over the Bowes for that 
Purpoſe ; ſo I ſent the chief Mate and Fohn Murray 
over with Tar, Oakum, and other proper Mate- 
rials, to ſtuff into the Hole on the Larboard Side ; 
and after that, I gave them Orders to nail a Piece 
of ſtrong Board over it, in order to ſecure the 
Breach. When this was over, we conſulted the 
State in which the Pumps were ; and, to our inex- 
preſſible Joy, we found a manifeſt Difference in a 
very ſhort Time ; and finding the Ship was now 
tolerably tight, I ſent what Hands could be ſpared 
to take ſome natural Refreſhment after their 
Fatigue. | | 

On December 29, about Two in the Morn- 
ing, the chief Mate came to my Bed- ſide, and in- 
formed me, that none of the Hands could be pre- 
vailed on to work at the Pumps, and that they 
could not fetch the Weather- pump at all; and 
that the Veſſel was three and twenty Inches deep 
in Water. | 

This unfortunate and unexpected Account ſur- 
prized me very much; and thereupon I ſaid, I am 
very well aſſured then, that the Pump had ſtood 
ſtill all the preceding Night; for I had tended them 
myſelf above two Hours but the Afternoon before; 


and, with a very little Art and Management, they 
would 
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would then ſuck as well as could be reaſonably 

deſired. Es 
I got up, however, upon this Information, and 
when I got upon Deck, I found the whole Crew 
ſtov'd up in a Corner together, and all of them 
drunk, I aſk' d them if they were not aſhamed to 
be found in ſuch an idle Poſture, when the Pumps 
were ſtanding ſtill, and we had ſuch a Quantity of 
Water in the Ship: But to this they made no Man- 
ner of Reply. I then aſk'd the Mate, why he did 
not oblige thoſe lazy Fellows to ſtand to their Work. 
Then I applied to them all in general, and aſked 
them what they thought of themſelves, and what 
they meant by having no Regard either for the 

Ship's Welfare, or their own Safety, as well as 
mine. | 
Finding, however, that all Expoſtulations with 
them had no Manner of Effect, I told them, that 
I plainly perceived their Drift, and that they were 
determined, at all Adventures, to fink the Ship 3 
but if that was the Caſe, they ſhould not accom- 
pliſh their raſcally and villainous Purpoſes, without 
feeling the Weight of my Reſentment. And 
thereupon I drove them, by Dint of threſhing 
them, to the Pumps, having firſt fetched the 
Weather-pump mylelf, and ſucked the Pumps in 
for full Half an Hour together by the Glaſs. 
When I had thus got them once more to work, 
I began to expoſtulate with them in cooler Terms. 
I told them, I was concerned to be an Eye-witneſs 
of their perverſe and obſtinate Behaviour; and, at 
the ſame Time, I begged of them to reflect a lit- 
tle ſeriouſly on the happy Diſcovery which had 
been made of the Leak ; which, if not timely 
ſtopp'd, had ſent the Ship, and themſelves likewiſc, 
in a very ſhort Compaſs of Time, to the Bottom 


of 
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of the Sea: But now, as ſoon as the Piece was 
properly nailed upon the other Side of the Stern, I * 
na ways doubted but that the Veſſel would be 
tight enough, and able to purſue her Voyage 
that, as ſoon as proper Care ſhould be taken for 
their general Safety, I would carry an eaſy Sail, till 
they were all ſufficiently refreſhed after their late 
Fatigue; concluding with a Recommendation of 
Unity and Love among themſelves, and a friendly 
Precaution againſt drinking to Exceſs. 1 
After this Addreſs to them, I ſent all of them 
to their Cabbins that could poſſibly be ſpared off 
the Deck; and about Seven or Eight o' Clock the 
next Morning, as I perceived all Matters feemed 
quiet and eaſy, I aſked them how the Pumps were. 
The Anſwer they made me was, that they went 
as well as could be expected ; that they could le 
them ſtand ſtill for a Quarter of an Hour together, 
and yet ſuck them out in twenty or thirty 
Strokes. 

The Weather being tolerably moderate, I ſent 
proper Hands up to looſe the Main-top-ſail. The 
Top-fail being ſet, I went and repoſed myſelf on a 
8 on the Starboard Side of the Quarter- 
deck. 
My People took the Advantage of my lying 
in that Poſture, and no ways on my Guard, 
and all on a ſudden ſurrounded me, and pinion'd, 
my Hands behind me: Seeing myſelf helpleſs, and 
in their Power, I begg' d of them to let me looſe 
in the mildeſt Terms; but they made Anſwer I 
ſhould kill them if they gave me my Liberty. I 
aſſured them that I would not meddle with any one 
of them, but infiſted on their aſſigning ſome Reaſon 
for their treating me after ſuch a cruel and unpre- 
cedented Manner. Their Reply to this reaſonable 
| and 
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and modeſt Requeſt was to the Purport following; 
namely, that in the firſt Place, they were not able 
to go through the Toil and Fatigue of the Voyage; 
in the next, that they were ſo bare and thin of 
Cloaths, that when they had failed much farther'to 
the Northward they ſhould be perfectly ſtarved. ; 
and in a Word, that they had much rather looſe their 


un-Money than their Lives; that they could 
nor, and would not, proceed on their Voyage with- 
out Liquors ; and that they would not put up with 
my auſtere and mercileſs Proceeding towards 
them. 2 
To all theſe important Articles, I replied, That as 
to their extraordinary Fatigue in the firſt Place, the 
greateſt Part of it ſeemed to me to be over (barring 
Al onforeſeen Caſualties) ſince we had happily dif- 
covered where the Leak ſprang, and that I did 
not queſtion in the leaſt that they were ſo effectual- 
Iy ſtopt, that they would ſtand the Voyage. As 
to their next Article, I told them, in direct Terms, 
that they ſhould never have ſtrong Liquors more, 
with my Conſent, ſince they made ſuch a bad Uſe 
of them. As to their Want of Cloaths, the Fault 
was wholly owing to themſelves ;. ſince they might 
have ſupplied themſelves, if they had thought, 
with all Conveniencies, out of the Slop- boat, 
whilſt they were at Jamaica, Arid as to the laſt 
Charge againſt me, of my uſing them with Auſte- 
rity, and ſevere Blows, I told them, that what I 
did in that Shape, was with Reluctance, and that 
nothing but their own ill Conduct, which render'd 
the Safety of my Ship and their Lives as well as 
my own precarious, could have induced me to have 
treated them in an uncivil and ungentleman-like 
Manner. TT 
_— | After 
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After this Vindication of my own Conduct, I 
addrefs'd myſelf to them in the following Manner: 
Pray, Gentlemen, to what Part do you propoſe & 


gow”. My Mates' made Anſwer, for the Weſtern 
ands; To this Scheme I rejoin'd, that it was a 
very improper Time of the Year, and might prove 
of a very bad Conſequence ; and for that Reaſon, 
if they would hearken to my Advice, I would per- 
ſuade to ſteer for the Engliſh Channel; and that if 
they had ated amiſs in their Confinement of me, 
it would appear greatly in their Favour; that I 
ſhould look upon it as a double Act of Piracy, in 
Caſe they ſhould not ſteer the Ship for England, or 
Ireland; that notwithſtanding it was twice the + 
Diſtance from either, yet we ſtood a much better 
Chance than in making the Iſlands, conſidering 
the tempeſtuous Weather that is ſo common at this 
Time of the Vear. . 

To all theſe Motives to diſuade them from 
purſuing their own ill-· concerted Project, I add- 
ed farther what follows: You lie now ( ſaid 

I). North-Eaft, and near the Full of the Moon; 
keep but on this Tack, and you will get North- 
ing, and have a fair Chance for a Weſterly 
Wind. | | 

All my Advice, however, availed nothing at all; 
for they were to the Southward. I went down, 
and work'd the Bearance of S:/ly, Cape Clear, and 
the Iſland Tru/era. Since I perceive your Reſolu- 
tions, ſaid I, I ſhall for the future be very candid 
in giving you my Advice or Opinion for the 
Good of the Ship. 

The Mates immediately ordered Liquors and 
Proviſions to be carried to the Maſt, The Rea» 
der is defired to take Notice, that at that Time 
there was on Board five Barrels of Beef, about 
E three 
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Water, beſides Rum. 


Time. 
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* .. three hundred Weight of Bread, ſome Pork and 


Peaſe, fifty Weight of Butter, and three Butts of 
On Sunday, about Eight in the Morning, they 
handed the Main- top- ſaill. At two in the-Afﬀter- 
noon, they hauPd up the Fore-clew-garnets only, 
and laid the Ship to, under a Main- ſail. They 
got the ſmall Sails upon Deck. ä | 
At ſix I came upon Deck, and found ſome of 


the Hands wrapt in the ſmall Sails upon Deck, and 


the Reft below, the Pumps ſtanding ſtill all the 
As No-body gave the leaſt Attendance tothe Ship, 
I made a great Noiſe, ſeeing the Foreſail was beat- 


ing to Pieces againſt the Stays: Neither the Braces, 


nor the rolling Tackle, were hawl*d tort. Hear- 
ing my Out-cry, up came the chief Mate. I charg'd 


"him with being guilty of monſtrous Negligence 3 
and told him moreover, that he might expect (and 
fo might every Hand on Board) to be called to 


Account for their arbitrary Proceedings. 

The Mate thereupon treated me with all the 
Teſtimonies of Ignominy and Contempt; and with 
a Sneer, replied, We know we ſhall be call'd to 
Account, and was, moreover, very inſolent and 
rude. His Behaviour, however, did not prevent 
my giving him ſome wholſome Admonitions, and 
laying before him the ill Conſequences that would 
attend the Sails beating to Pieces, and the Ship's 
being otherwiſe diſabled; for by ſuch Means, we 
ſhould never be able to make any Port but with 


the greateſt Difficulty imaginable. 


My next Piece of Advice was, to be more care- 
ful and frugal of his Liquors and Proviſions ; and 
ſince they were reſolutely bent to ſteer Southwards, 


I would 
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I would recommend Lisbon to them as a Port of 
Safety, where they could readily be ſupplied with 
ſuch Conveniencies as they ſhould have moſt Oc- 
caſion for; for it was my Opinion, if one might 
form any Judgment from their manner of Pro- 
ceeding, we ſhould neither have Sails, Rigging, 
nor Proviſions, - They turn'd a deat Ear, not- 
withſtanding, to all my Directions, and all the 
Perſuaſions that I could think of were altogether 
fruitleſs and ineffectual, for they were determin'd 
to purſue their own Schemes at all Adventures, 

On Monday the 31ſt, about Eight in the Morn- 
ing, they were to Eaſt South Eaſt, and their Fore- 
fail and Mainſail was much beat. As I was ſenſi- 
ble the Sails did not perform the Service they 
ought to do, I advis'd them to trim them, and 
ſecure their Yards from fetching Way; ſince there 
were none of their Traces or other Tacles hauPd 
tort ; bur ſtill I was look' d upon as a Cypher, and 
my Advice was treated with Contempt. No 
Manner of Regard was paid to any Particular of 
what Conſequence ſoever, the Main and Fore- 
Sheets were ſuffer'd to fly, and the Sails to beat 
againſt the Stays. Add to this the aggravating 
Circumſtances that all the Hands were got ſhame- 
fully drunk ; every Thing was running to Wreck and 
Ruin; no Log was heav'd; no Watch was kept; 
and, in ſhort, all Things were in the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion. . 

On January 1, the Slings of the Croſſent- yard 
broke, and lay on the Main-top-ſail Braces; but 
inſtead of getting the ſaid Yard into its Place, 
there were three or four Hours ſpent in getting it 
upon Deck, ſince the Fore- ſail was broke all to 


Pieces; notwithſtanding I adviſed them to haul 
E 2 their 
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their Main- heets aft, and ſhift their Fore-ſall, and 


| ; -Akewile to ſecure their Yards from fetching away; 


for in caſe they ſhould, the lower Maſts would be 
in apparent Danger: Yet they took no Notice of 

what I ſaid to them; and all I could ſay, in ſhort, 
I found had no Manner of Influence over them. 
| In the Evening, I called the chief Mate down 
into the Cabbin, and gave him to underſtand, that 
I was very ſenſible that they had neither made uſe 
bf their Log, nor kept any Manner of Watch; 
that there was no Glaſs running; no Mate to tend 
the Compaſs 3 that the Pumps were entirely neg- 
lected; that, in ſhort, there was no one Thing 
regaxded, but perpetual carouſing and getting 
drunk. I told him, moreover, that unleis they 
minded their Log and their Compaſs more than 
they had hitherto done, they could never expect 
to make any Port whatſoever. To this he an- 
ſwered, that the Pumps were duly tended, which 
were more material. To this J rejoined, that if 
he and his Fellow. Mate would but take due Care 
of the Ship, the common Hands would work at 
the Pumps for their own Safety. I gave him like- 
wiſe to underſtand, that the Ship was much tighter, 
and in a far better State and Condition, than it 
had been for ſome conſiderable Time before. And 
both the Mates gave me inconteſtible Proofs that 

they were of the ſame Opinion, by their drinking 
Madeira Wine with me in the Cabbin, for three 
Hours ſucceſſively, to welcome in the New Year. 

On the Second of January, the Strap of the Block 
of the Main-top-ſail Yard was gone, the Aft 
through the Yard lay on the Cap, the Lanyards of 
the Top-maſt back Stays were all loſt fore and aft ; 
none of the Lifts, Braces, or Rolling-Tackles were 
haul'd tort; moſt of the Robins of the Coarſers 


Were 
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were broke looſe.; no Buſineſs, in ſhort, was in 

the leaſt regarded, and nothing but Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs went forward amongſt the. 

The Reader, that in the leaſt reflects on the un- 
happy Situation I was in, will forgive me, when 1 
tell him, that I wks incenſed to the laſt Degree, 
and threatned them hard, (tho? I had no Power of 
acting) for being ſo monſtrouſly remiſs and negli- 
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gent in their Duty. | 
As I found Menaces had no Effect, I returned 
to my uſual Method of Expoſtulation, in Hopes 
the Danger they were in might bring them to a a 
little Conſideration, if nothing elſe would. I re- 
reſented to them the ill Conſequences of their 
Having me in the Dark, without either Tinder, 
Matches, or Candle, in the Night- time; fince 
they could not but be conſcious to themſelves, that 
the Welfare of the Veſſel, and the Preſervation of 
all our Lives, in a great Meaſure, depended on 
my Obſervations, in regard to the Courſe that we 
ſteer'd, and the Diſtance which we run; ſince they 
themſelves would neither keep the Log, nor be 
obſervant of their Watch. 
Such Conduct, as I obſerved before, provoking 
me beyond Meaſure, I could not refrain from 
giving them opprobrious Language. © Ye Vil- 
< Jains, ye piratical Villains, ſaid I, take Care of 
© What you are about; for there is not one ſingle 
Step that is taken on Board, but what I know it 
© as well as yourſelves. It will be my Time here- 
« after, perhaps, to make you {mart very ſeverely 
for your Inſolence and Inhumanity towards me; 
with ſeveral other Menaces of the like Nature t For 
what Perſon in my Station, and under my Circum- 
ſtances, could refrain from the ſharpeſt Reproaches ? 
Theſe ' 
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+ Theſe Teſtimonies of my Reſentment ſtartled, 
indecd, my chief Mate, and he ſaid, with a little 
Confuſion: and Surprize, I thought we were all una- 


- mimaus;; and gave into the ſame Sentiments. Where- 


upon he left me, in a very abrupt Manner, and 
went directly upon Deck; and, from the Sequel, 
I judg*d that he had charged ſome of the Hands 
above with holding a Correſpondence with me; 
for Gathara returned very ſhortly afterwards, and 
told me, that Fobn Murray had confeſſed to him, 
(in the Hearing of the whole Crew) that I had 
been tempting him, and had offered him not only 
Cloaths and Liquor, but Money likewiſe, in Caſe 
he would ſtand my Friend, and prove faithful and 


juſt to me. Which artful Allegation I proved to 
be a moſt notorious Falſehood, both by Edward 
Flackerty and William Wham ; and, at the ſame 


Time, I gave them to underſtand, that I ſcorn'd 
to hold a clandeſtine Correſpondence with any 
Villain of them all. 

Upon this, the Reader is deſired to obſerve, that 
the ſaid Murray treated me with Abundance 
of very ſcurrilous Language, and loaded me with 


2 thouſand Menaces ; and as I was going down 


into the Cabbin, Cornelius Clerk, who was they: at 
the Helm, in a Whiſper, informed me, that they 
were unanimouſly determined to ſwear away my 
' © | 5 
On the Third of January, all Hands were as 
idle as ever; no Buſineſs was going forward but 
carouſing z no Sails, no Rigging was taken Care 
of z the Main- ſail and Fore-ſail was flying from the 
Yards : There was no Watch, no Log; and, in 
ſhort, the whole Crew were perfectly mad and diſ- 


The 
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The next Day, no Manner of Care was taken 
either of the Sails.or the Rigging; and as the Sea 
beat in upon us. I made an exceſſive Noiſe at the 
Mates for not ſetting the Fore- top ſail; but all to 
no Purpoſe. My Reſentments and my Admoni- 
tions were ſtill treated alike ;z that is to fay, with 
the utmoſt Scorn add Contempt. At laſt, how- 
ever, the ſecond Mate perceiving that the lower 
Tards fetched too much Way, he and James Smout 
went up, and ſhifted the Rolling-tackle of the 
Main- yard. At Three in the Afternoon the Fore- 
ſail ſplit to Pieces; the other Sails, however, as 
it happened, kept the Veſſel before the Wind, © 
On the Fifth of January, my Advice to them 
was, to get the other Fore-ſail to the Tard; but 
their Anſwer then was, that they had been fo pro- 
digiouſly fatigued with pumping, that not one of 
them was able to ſtir. How probable, or how j 
this Excuſe could be, I ſubmir to the Reader, ſince 
there had been but one Pump going all the Time. 
I then Jaid before them the ill Conſequences that 
muſt of Neceſſity attend them thro? the Neglect 
of their Log; and at the ſame Time I told them, 
that in caſe their Top-maſt was not well ſecured, - 
their lower Maſt would be in 2pparent Danger. No 
Notice, however, was taken of what I ſaid; neither 
Sails nor Rigging were regarded. | 
As there was no Sail ſet but the Main- ſail and 
Fore-ſtay-ſail, and as there was a great Sea, and 
the Ship was labouring for want of Sail; and 
moreover, as neither the Courſe nor Log was taken 
the leaſt Notice of, I reprov'd the Mates very 
ſeverely, for not getting more Sail upon the Ship, 
and not looking after their Rigging. After having 
thus reprimanded them for their moſt ſhameful 
Neglect of Duty, I gave them once more my Ad- 
| , VICE, 
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| vice. Be a little more frugal, ſaid I to them, both 
of your Proviſions and your Liquor; 3 for ſince 


you have made almoſt a Wreck of the Ship through a 
_ Indolence and Indiſcretion, there is no great 


Proſpect of your making the Weſtern Iſlands. To 
this I added, that it would be much more adviſe- 
able for them to ſteer for the Coaſt of Portugal, 
(though I had given the ſame Advice frequently 
before, but to no Purpoſe) ſince there was a great 
Range of Shore, and' conſequently that by ſuch 
Means there would be a much greater Likelihood 
of their getting ſafe: into ſome Harbour or other; 
and l concluded my Advice with giving them to un- 
derſtand, that they greatly endanger*d both the Ship 


and themſelves, ſince they had noMediterraneanPalſs.. 


About Eleven at Night, as the Sea beat hard 

pon us, I ran upon Deck, and found the ſecond 
Mate, and. ſome 25 the Watch at the Pump, re- 
galing themſelves with warm Bumbo, which indeed 
was their conſtant nightly Practice, as they would 
never ſit without a Fire. 

J rated them, *tis true, pretty ſeverely, and 
made an exceſſive Noiſe ; at which the chief Mate 
and the other Watch got up: I told them, that un- 
leſs they ſet the Fore· top- ſail, we ſhould all inevi- 


tably periſh; but neither Menaces, Admonitions, 


nor even the Proſpect of Death itſelf, had any 
Influence upon them, as they were all Pe 
drunk and infatuated. 
On the ſixth of January, about two in the 
Morning, I called to the Mate, and the Watch; 
and as the Ship labour'd extremely, and as I ex- 
every Minute that the Rudder would be beat 
off the Stern · poſt, I blamed them, in very warm 
Words, for not making more Sail; and I aſked them 
boy Wo durſt ſteer the Ship in the Manner they 
| did 
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did to the Southward. Their Anſwer then was 
truly, that they would ſteer as they thought proper, 
and the leſs I chatter'd (or Words to that Effect) 
the better it would be for me. 

About Eight o' Clock in the Morning I went 
upon Deck, and ſeeing the Fore · top - ſail ſet on the 
Cape, I aſked them why they did not ſecure their 
Maſts, and hoiſt the Fore-rop-ſfail, and get the 
Foreſail to the Yard, and gave them other Direc- 
tions for their having After-ſail, by which Means 
they might keep the Veſſel to; and I moreover, 
N inſiſted that they ſhould ſteer for the 

oalt of Portugal; ſince the Welfare of the Ship, 
and the Safety of all our Lives in a great Meaſure 
depended on their laying hold of that Shore. 

Finding all my Remonſtrances perfectly fruitleſs 
and ineffectual, and receiving nothing but the moſt 
inſolent and opprobrious Language for my juſt Re- 
prehenſions, I was almoſt diſtracted; and told 
them (in the Height of my Reſentment) that I had 
much rather they would throw me over- board, or 

t me to Death any other Way, than to live in 
uch Torment and Perplexity of Mind. 

I then addreſs'd myſelf to the Mates in particu- 
lar:. Your conſcious Guilt, faid I, makes you Both 
perfectly abandoned, and regardleſs both of what 
you fay and do. As you are ſenſible, added I, 
that you'll be hanged, when you get on Shore 
for all your pyratical Proceedings, you are quite 
indifferent whether the Ship ſinks or ſwims. 

As to the reſt of the Crew, indeed, they are a 
Pack of poor, ignorant Wretches, that are entirely 
ſubſervient to your Directions, and if you will but 
indulge them as you do in Idleneſs and Profuſion 


of Liquor, have no farther Thought, and will 
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follow your Orders, tho' never ſo inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon, or never ſo fatal in their Conſequences. | 
As for my own Part, I have ſcarce cloſed my 
Eyes ſince the Veſſel has been under your Conduct ; 
as I am under the fatal Neceflity of tending your 
Courſe, and forming a proper Judgment of your 
Run, ſince you have entirely neglected it. I am 
very ſenſible, that you have not the leaſt Regard 
for me; and was not you under ſome ſmall Appre- 
ſions of being in Danger yourſelves, it would be 
a Matter of Indifference to you, if the * was 
abſolutely loſt. All this availed nothing; the old 
Anſwer was retorted, that I might ſave my Breath 
to cool my Porridge, and, that they would act as 

they thought proper, tho? I bellow'd and roar'd 
till Doomſday. | ee 


- 


At about Eleven at Night, as the Rudder drove | 
about, and it was expected that it would work off | 


from her Stern-poſt every. Minute, I ran upon 
Deck, to ſee how Matters ſtood ; I found the 
Laſhing of the Tillow had been cut, and that 
the Tillow was unſhipt, I gave Orders for ſhip- 
ping the Tillow directly; but, as I found I 
was diſobey'd in this Particular, as I had been 


in all others before, I was forced to do it my- 


ſelf, . and I ſecur'd it, at leaft for the preſent. 
As the main Giers, however, were cut, the 
Yard came down about our Ears, which broke 
the Saat Lift from off the Main- top - fail 
__ 4 | 
On the ſeventh of January, when I got up, and 
found no Manner of 1 —— taken = FL one 
individual Thing, I wedg'd the Tillow myſelf in 
the Rudder Head; and when I had fo done, I 
took Gaddirer below, and ſhew*d him that thro? 
his Negligence and Kemiſlneſs ; one of the Rudder 
Irons 
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Irons was actually broke, and the other ſo looſe, 


as to be in Danger of breaking off; and I told 
him ſeriouſly, that unleſs ſome better Care was 
taken, we ſhould every Soul of us inevitably-periſh ; 
but this Remonſtrance likewiſe was treated with the 
ſame Indignity and Diſregard as all the Reſt, 
Some ſhort Time afterwards the Mate came 
down to me, and acquainted me that the laſt Burt 
of Water was abroach, and that they muſt all go to 
ſhort Allowance, To this I replied, I did not won- 
der at it in the leaſt, conſidering the Manner of 
their thoughtleſs and unguarded Proceedings : Had 
{99 been wiſe and conſiderate, ſaid I, you ſhould - 
ave been at Allowance of every Thing in general 
long, before this; and not have lived after this riot- 


ous and' pyratical Manner. 


As 1 foreſaw a Probability of a briſk Gale of 
Wind coming on, I advifed them to get the Fore- 
ſail to the Yard, and to ſecure (whilſt they had 
Time) both their Maſts and Rigging; but the 
Mate, with his uſual Inſolence, and an Air of 
Contempt of the Precaution that I had given him, 
ſaid, Damn his Soul, if he would give himſelf any 
Trouble or Concern about it. As for his Part, he 
ſhould mind the Pumps; ſince that was the prin- 
cipal Article to be regarded. hy. 

As the Main-yard lay down on the Cheeks of 
the Pumps, when they came to draw one of the 
Pump Spears it broke. In the Afternoon, being 
upon Deck about four o' Clock, and ſeeing that 
the Fore - maſt fetch'd great Way, I ran directly 
to ſee what was the Cauſe of it; and upon Exami- 
nation, I found two of the Chain- plates on the Star- 
board Side were broke, and all the Shrouds on that 
Side were gone; but one of the Hands prevailed 
on the reſt to ſecure the Maſt; and it was lucky 
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enough for them that they did; for the Ship la- 
boured greatly all the Night long. | | 
Tho' I found they were determined to make for 
the Weſtern Iſands, notwithſtanding I had laid be- 
fore them all the Difficulties and Inconveniencies 
that would attend ſuch an Attempt ; yet I gave 
them the Place of the Ship, according to my Reck- 
oning, ſince they would not adhere to my Advice, 
and told them, in the ſofteſt Terms imaginable, 
that I ſhould be always very ready to be of all the 
Service I could for the Welfare of the Ship, and 
for the Safety and Preſervation of the whole Com- 
pany on Board. | | 
On Jan. 8, in the Morning, inſtead of ſecuring 
their Maſts, and getting Things to Rights, they 
had got a Cag of Rum up, and knocked the 
Head in. There was no Talk of going to ſhort 
Allowance, notwithſtanding their Stock of Bread 
and Water was nearly exhauſted, 
At laſt, with Abundance of Perſuaſions and 
fair Words, I prevailed on them to ſet up ſome 
Rigging (for the better Security of the Fore-maſt) 
and to ſet the Sprit-ſail. I perſuaded them like- 
wiſe, by all Means, to haul in the Main- tacks and 
Sheets, which had been towing over - board ever 
ſince the Main- yard had come down about our 
Ears. The Mate, indeed, told me, that they 
were going about bending the Fore · ſail, and ſplicing 
the Main-Giers, in order to get the Main- yard up; 
but, as for my own Part, I ſaw no great Likeli- 
hood of their accompliſhing the End propoſed. 
About Eleven o*Clock at Night, as the Tillow 
flew from one Side to the other, and as l expected 
her Stern- poſt. would have come out, I ran upon 
Deck; but found no Mate there, nor one Soul at 


the Pumps; and William Wham, who had left the 
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Helm to itſelf, was got drunk below. In ſhort, I 
found No. body upon Deck but John Murray, on 
whom I prevailed at laſt, tho with great * 

tunity, ro ſtand to the Steerage. 

On my making a great Noiſe, the Mates 40 the 
reſt of the Crew came up, whom I reprimanded 
very ſeverely, but all to little or no Purpoſe; all 
my ring and Expoſtulations were no more re- 
garded now than before. 

On Jan. 9, I found, in the en that they 
had got the other F ore-fail upon Deck ; which, as 
they faid, they had been three Hours about at leaſt. 
Upon that, I encouraged them, and endeavoured 
to convince them of the abſolute Neceſſity that 
there was of getting their Sails to their Yards, and 
their Maſts ſecured in the beſt Manner they could, 
fince we were drawing near the Coaſt of Portugal. 
I told them, moreover, that the Wind blew north- 
erly for near three Parts of the Year; and that, 
without Sails, we ſhould never be able to hold 
Land ; and, in a Word, that unleſs we were pro- 
vided with Sails ſufficient to keep the Veſſel off 
the Land, in caſe the Wind ſet on Shore, we ſhould 
all be inevitably loſt. 

On the Tenth of January our Pump-hook was 
loſt, and gone over-board, through one of the 
Mate's Negligence. 

This Morning, the Wind hauling Northward, 
I ſtill preſt them to get their Main-yard up, to 
bend their Courſes, and ſecure their Maſts, Sc. 
But this Advice, like all the reſt, was wholly diſ- 
regarded. They went, however, to the ſhort Al- 
lowance of three Half-pints of Water a Day only. 

On Fan. 11, I prevailed on the Men to ſecure 
the Fore-maſt ; and, as the Wind had haul'd to 
the Northward, one of the Mates came to me 
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23 (with ſome ſeeming Concern) and told me, that he 


wiſh'd he had taken my Advice; with ſome other 
' Teſtimonies of a Senſe of the ill Conſequence of 
his Neglect of Submiſſion to my ſuperior Judg- 
ment. To thoſe little Condeſcenſions (which 1 
imagined at the ſame Time to be only feign'd) I 
told him, I thought it was high Time for them to 
reflect on their paſt Miſconduct, after they had been 
ilty of ſuch repeated Provocations, and ſuch 
almoſt unparallell'd Mal- practices; after they had 
reduced Feanfolvea, by their Rioting and Drunken- 
neſs, to a ſtarving Condition; and, in ſhort, after 
the Ship was become but very little better than a 
Wreck. 48 
In the Afternoon I employ*d myſelf in Splicing 
the Main-Giers ; and after that put the Crew to 
* Allowance only of Half a Bisket a Day. 
On Jan. the 12th, I reev'd the Main-Giers 
Foreſail; and being in Sight, gave the cuſtomary 
Signal of Diſtreſs. The Crew at the ſame Time 
being employ'd in unbending the Main-top-lail, 
in the Performance of which they found more 
Trouble and Fatigue than they expected, the 
Second Mate, (Mr, Roberts) inſiſted upon ha- 
ving it cut quite away, and had not I interpos'd, 
it had actually been done, n 
On the 13th of January, they ſway d the Main- 
yard up, but never mention'd a Word about bend- 
ing the Courſes, being, as they were pleas'd to 
lay, fo very weary and 1o monſtrouſly fatigu'd. 
Their heavy Work, however, did not in the 
| leaſt prevent their Merriment ; for they had kill'd 
'a Hog of mine, which I had before given them a 
: particular Charge not to touch upon any Account 
_ whatſoever. And at the ſame Time that I laid 
the Injunction upon them, 1 told them, it would be 
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of greater Service to them hereafter, than tit could 
poſlibly be to them at that preſent Juncture. 

At about Five o' Clock in the Morning, on the 
x4th of January, the Rock of Lisbon, beating 
Eaſt South Eaſt, at the Diſtance of eight Lea 
or thereabouts, as near as could be gueſs d,. 1 
deſir'd them to get the Foreſail to the Yard, 5 
ſhip their Winleſs, bend their Cables, and unſto 
their Anchors. 

No Regard however, was paid to what « 

sd ; but all of them were ſummon'd toget 4 
and there was held a kind of Council ae them- 
. 75 
As ſoon as their important Cabal was over, Which 
was about 9 O Clock or ſomething after, a Signal of 
Diſtreſs was made, and ſoon after a Fiſhing-boat 
came, with a Pilot and fix Hands, who came on 
board. A Letter was ſent immediately by one of 
them privately to the Conſul, and another to the 
Commanding Officer of one of his Britannic Mas 
jeſty's Ships, in caſe there, was any one at that 
Time in the Tagus.. 
©" pon the fix Hands coming on Board, the great- 
er Part of my Crew went directly below, and 
tefugd to lend the leaſt aſſiſting Hand towards get- 
ting our Foreſail to the Yard, Thoſe, however, 
who were willing to work, + ſhipt our Winle 
bent. the beſt Bower-Cable, and unſtow' d. our 
Anchor. | 
When the Evening came on, I went forward 


and perceiv'd that the Clinch was not hauld to the 
Ring of the Anchor; whereupon I requeſted of 
my Men to do it: Upon which they treated me 
with their cuſtomary Ribaldry and ſcurrilous 
Language: and told me, that as they had the 
Command of the Veſſel, they would act as they 
7 thought 
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9 proper, without any Regard to my officious 
Directions; and that as they were anſwerable fot 
their Conduct, I had nothing to do with it. With 
Abundance of the like ſaucy, pert and opprobrious 
Reflections. | ; | 5 
5 Their e Inſolence, however, did not 
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Prevent me from reprimanding them in the ſevereſt 
fanner ; for I found moſt of them as drunk as 
Swines. | * . 
At about Seven o' Clock, as we were ſhot within 
St. Julian's Caſtle, the ſecond Mate being at the 
Lead, and the chief Mate on the Quarter-deck, 
they would moſt certainly have run the Ship aſhore, 
(having ſhoal'd their Water from Sea-fathom to- 
three) had not I inſtantly ran aft, and took the 
Helm out of the Fellow's Hand that was in the 
Steerage. 5 * Ws 1 
Being ſenſible of their wicked and malicious In- 
tention of making a Wreck of the Veſſel, I very 
ſeverely reprimanded the chief Mate for his vil- 
lainous Behaviour: Whereupon he pertly made 
Anſwer ; How ſhould I know any Thing of the 
Matter? Have not you a Pilot on Board? | 
I told him he was a Villain, and a Scoundrel; 
and that he could not but be ſenſible (if he had any 
Eyes in his Head) that the Ship was ſterning dire&- 
If for the Shore, and ſcarcely a Cable's Length off. 
At about Seven, as the Tide came down ſtrong, 
we were obliged to caſt Anchor; but when the 
Anchor was gone, and had not reached Ground, I 
ran forward, to ſee what was the Matter. I found 
that one Part of the Cable, which they had got on 
the Fore-caſtle to make the Clinch, lay over the 
Bumpkin; and that it was laſned with a Gaſket to 
one of the Timber- heads; but as I was pretty nimble 
and active, I got the Cable clear for running. 
8 Several 


\ 
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Several Boats came to our Aſſiſtance, and every 
Body pitied our Diſtreſs and melancholy Situation 
and we had inevitably been loſt, had not the Ship 
of which Capt. Duar was Commander, providen- 
tially come on Board. | 

After we had held a Conference with him and 
his Pilot, they came to this Determination; that 
we ſhould cut as ſoon as it was Tide of Flood; for 
before we could purchaſe our Anchor (as it was 
foul Ground) we might probably be drove upon 
the Ritchups, The Mates, however, being both 
drunk, paid no more Regard to their Advice, 
than they had before done, to mine; and treated 
every Body, in ſhort, with the utmoſt Indecency 
and ill Manners. 

I took Capt. Duar, however, down into my Cab- 
bin; and, whilſt I was giving him a full and cir- 
cumſtantial Account of all the Proceedings that had 
palſed during my deplorable, Voyage, both the 
Mates burſt into the Cabbin upon us, and, with a 
ſurpriſing Aſſurance, gave me to underſtand, that 
they had over-heard all my long tedious Detail ; 
but, damn their Eyes, they were before-hand with 
me ; for I had murdered one of their Comrades, 
and they would hang me; damn their Eyes if they 
did nor, To which they added a Flood of other 
profligate Language, not fit to be repeated. Upon 
this, I was obliged to turn them out of the Cabbin. 
About Ten o' Clock, we fortunately purchaſed 
our Anchor; and whilſt I was upon the Deck, in 
order to lend a helping Hand, Roberts, the ſecond 
Mate, abuſed me in the moſt ſcurrilous Manner, 
and turned me off of Deck; telling me, at the 
ſame Time, in a very imperious and inſolent Man- 


ner, that, as they had taken care to bring the 
G Veſſel 
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Veſſel into Port, they could ſtill take care of her, 
without any of my Aſſiſtance. 

On January the 15th, we came to an Anchor 
about four in the Morning ; and at eight the chief 
Mate inſiſted on broaching a twenty Gallon Cag 
of Rum of mine, ſince he had been ſupplied by 
Richards, the ſecond Mate, with ten Gallons for 
the Uſe of the Crew, when at Sea; but I inſiſted 
he ſhould not; upon which he deſiſted, and did 
not for the preſent introduce any further Diſcourſe 
on that Demand. After that, he dreſs'd himſelf, 
with an Intent to take the Boat and four Hands, 
and wait upon the Conſul, When ] laid before 
him the bad Conſequences that would very pro- 


bably attend ſo raſh and precipitate a Step, he 


damn'd me, and aſked me how I dar'd to talk to 
him in ſuch a Manner; and order'd me directly 
down to my Cabbin, and planted a Centinel over 
me, arm*d with a Cutlaſs, to prevent my ſtirring 


out; broach'd the Cag of Rum that was none of 


his own; paid the ſecond Mate all his exorbitant 
Demands ; and, with the moſt conſummate Aſſu- 
rance, told me his People ſhould not want for Li- 
quor, as long as there was any in the Ship, 

About eight in the Morning, on the 16th of 


January, the Rye's Barge came on Board; and as 


my Letters had been received, the Lieutenant called 


for the Mates, and had ſome Diſcourſe with them 


for a ſhort Time; and ſoon after dropt aſtern 
with his Boat, and aſk*d me, whether J would take 
upon me the Command of the Veſſel. To that 

veſtion I immediately anſwered, Yes, Sir, by all 
Means; for I know of no one ſo well qualified for 
that Purpoſe. 

Upon this, the Lieutenant immediately ſent a 
petty Officer on Board, with fix inferior Men of 
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his own, all duely arm'd ; who immediately re- 
leaſed me, and confined the two Mates, and Jobn 


oy 


Hunt, at my ſpecial Requeſt. g 
As to the reſt of my Hands, I ordered them 


to behave themſelves in a decent Manner, and take 
care to do their Duty. Not being uſed to Rel:raint, 
however, and having been indulg'd in Indolence * 
and Drunkenneſs ſo long, they followed the Ex- 
ample of their old Maſters the Mates, and never, 
regarded what ] ſaid to them but, according to 
Cuſtom, got down below, to enjoy themſelves. 
As they had emptied three Caſks of Meat (by 
their living in Profuſion during the whole Time 
the Ship was in the Mates Poſſeſſion) I made them 
take up, for the Time they were under my ſecond 
Care and Inſpection, with what was left, and which 
was a coarſe Sort, and what they ſcorn'd to make a 
Meal of before. | 
On the 17th of January, I called up all the Hands 
I had on Board, and gave them to underſtand, that 
ſuch of them as were inclin*d to ſtay with and afliſt 
me, till the Conteſt between the Mates and myſelf 
could be fully and duly enquir'd into, and abſolutely 
ſertled and adjuſted in a proper Court of Judicature, 
ſhould (on their good Behaviour) have the ſame 
Encouragement as any able Seaman had in the Port 
of Liſbon. try 
After having performed Quarentine, the People 
- were examined before John Ruſſel, Eſq; his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty's Conſul General, the Vice Con- 
ſuls, and ſome Merchants ; before whom alſo I was 
examined, and accuſed the People of taking the 
Command of the Ship from me. On Monday the 
28th of January, O. S. I went to Lisbon, and made 
the Proteſt, and ſigned it. Upon which, the next 
Day, William Wham, Edward-Flakerly, and James 
| G 2 Smout, 
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Smout, &c. were ſent on Board the Sphinx, and 
the two Mates, James Gatharar, Humphry Roberts, 
and Cornelius Clark, were ſent Priſoners on Board 
his Majeſty's Ship of War the Rye, Captain Wray 
Commander. When I returned on Board my own 
Ship, there was a Letter lodged for me from the 
Conſul General, to ſend all my People brought in- 
to Port with me, on Board the abovementioned 
Ship, and they were afterwards ordered home Pri- 
ſoners in his Majeſty's Ship Sphinx, Captain 
Lloyd. | | 
On my Arrival in the Downs, I received a 
Letter from a Friend, to caution me, that he had 
Reaſon to ſuſpe& my People had ſworn Murder 
againſt me, and bid me beware. of a Surprize. 
Upon which I put the Ship in Poſſeſſion of a Pi- 
lot, and going aſhore, went Poſt to London. 
When I came to Town, I reported all the Tranſ- 
actions of the People to my Owners, to whom 1 
was conſigned, and had the Advice of an Attor- 
ney and my Friends to keep out of the Way, for 
that there was an Admiralty Warrant to appre- 
hend me for the Murder of one of my Men. I 
endeavoured to get my Money from the Merchants, 
to enable me to take Advice, but never had a 
Farthing, till after 10 Weeks being in the Mar- 
Halſea; and then it was only on Condition, that 
none but a Perſon they directed, ſhould receive 
it, in ſuch a Manner, and in ſuch a Sum; and I 
muſt give ſuch a Receipt, as the Merchants ſhould 
think fit. The Want of which Money to help 
me to get Advice, hindered me from ſurrender- 
ing as I intended to do, tho* contrary to the Ad- 
vice of my Attorney and Friends, as I was con- 
ſcious of my Innocence, and hoped to bring the 
People to Juſtice : For fuch unheard of Behaviour 
never 
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never was, both before, and after they took the 
Ship from me. 

As Capt. Lowrey mentions his People being 
brought home on Board the Spbinx, a Copy of 2 
tain Lloyd's Affidavit was procured by his Fr 
which they thought proper to annex to 1 Narra- 
tive, and is as follows, viz. | 


ILLIAM LLOYD, Eſq; late Commander of 

his Majeſty's Ship the Sphinx, maketh Oath, 
That Jahn Hunt, William Wham, Tames Smog. 
William Dwight, Edward Flakerty, Joby Murray, 
and James Ramſhaw, were ſent on Board his Mas. 
jeſty's Ship the S$ phinx, in the River of, Lisbon, 
then commanded: by this Deponent, from the Molly 
Merchant Ship, on the 29th Day of Januam, 1750, 
and that on the firſt Day of February following, 
James Gatharar, Humphry Roberts, and Curnelius 
Clark, were likewiſe ſent on Board, his Majeſty's 
ſaid Ship, then in the ſaid River, from on Board 
his Majeſty's Ship Rye; and this. Deponent faith, 
that by the Order of Captain Charles Mray, the 
then commanding Officer, and by Letter from 
John Kujſel, Eſq; his then Majeſty's * Conſul Gene- 
ral at Lisbon, he, this Deponent, treated them ag 
Priſoners charged with ſeizing the Molly Merchant 
Ship, and diſpoſſeſſing the Captain of his Com- 
mand. And this Deponent ſaith, that the ſaid y = 
veral Priſoners were confined, as ſuch, under the 
Care of Centinels, when in Port ; bur at- Sea they, 
had the Liberty of the Ship, and were put under 
Confinement on the ſaid Ship's Arrival at Spitbead, 
and delivered to Captain Bentley of the Invincible, 
by Order of the Admiralty, who received them as 
Priſoners. And this Deponent laſtly ſaith, That 
if he had known of the Trial of the ſaid James 
Lawrey, 


* 
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_— he would have attended thereupon, if re- 
b W. Ltoys. 
Sworn this 25th Day of N | 
February, 1752, 41 
"Hammerſmith in tbe 


County of Middleſex, | 
before me, S. BEvx R. 


: 


Captain Lowrey's Behaviour was quite compoſed 
and reſigned to whatever might be the Conſequence 
of his being found guilty, and Sentence paſſing 
thereupon. After about ten Days, or a Fortnight, 
he was taken violently ill of a Fever, for which 
he was bliſtered upon the Head, Sc. and was juſt 
upon Recovery, when the Time for Execution 
came on. There was! a Report prevailed among 
fome People, that he ſnould immediatly after com- 
ing from the Bar, call in queſtion, and expreſs 
himſelf diſſatisfied at what the Court had done. So 
far from it, that I was Witneſs to the Words he 
immediately expreſſed, as ſoon as came from the 
Bar, which were to this Effect, viz. That the Court 
and Jury had done no more by him, than what 
was to be expected from the Evidence laid before 
them, but that the People had ſworn very hard. 
To this agrees the Petition himſelf wrote in a Day 
or two afterwards, and aſked my Opinion of it; 
whether or no it was ſent, I don't take upon me 
to lay, A Copy of it is as follows. 


( 


To the Honourable Sir Thomas Saluſbu ry, Judge 7 
bis Majeſty's High Court of Admiralty. 


The humble PETITION of James Lowrey, now 
| under Sentence of Death in Newgate, 


Humbly Sheweth, 


HAT your Petitioner, as by Gratitude bound, 
from the great Indulgences receiv*d from the 
honourable Court on his Trial, returns his humble 
Thanks, more particularly to your Lordſhip, for 
the favourable Sentence paſſed upon me, after hear- 
ing a Number of People (not having any Senſe of 
Futurity) ſwear ſo point-blank againſt me; altho? 
the ſaving of the Ship which we were then in, 
and their Lives, believe me, good Sir, as I am to 
anſwer for all my Actions before the great and om- 
nipotent God at my Demiſe, was the Rule I ever 
kept up to, which, I hope, if not here, may be 
ſome Plea for me in the World to come. 
However, good Sir, I have Hope, that from 
the favourable R-port your Lordſhip will make of 
me, and the known great Lenity which is always 
predominant in his Majelty's Breaſt, there may be 
a Way open to Mercy for an innocent Man, who 
has ſerved in his Majeſty's Fleet, during the late 
Spaniſh and French Wars, to the Satisfaction of his 
Officers, and Diſtreſs of his Majeſty's Enemies. 
This would eaſily be made appear by your Peti- 
tioner's Letters, Certificates, c. which, if I could 
hope for ſuch an Indulgence as your Lordſhip's 
looking over them, ſhould wait on you. And that 
your Lordſhip may long live to enjoy the * | 
whic 
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which you ſo deſervedly fill, is what your Peti- 
tioner, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
oY hee James Lowrey. 


Captain Lowrcy, before the violent Fever with 
which he was ſo ſeverely attacked, deprived him 
of his Senſes, was frequently defired by his Friends 
in my Hearing, to give them a real, and true Re- 
preſentation of the Circumſtances, particularly re- 
lating to the Death of Haſſact, that they might be 
the better enabled to ſerve him, and they Know 
he always repreſented it as in the Narrative, and 
only ſaid of the People, that they had fworn hard, 
and he wiſhed they might live to be better Men, and 
repent of what they had agreed among themfelves 
for the Purpoſe of taking away his Life, in order to 
prevent their own being brought to Juſtice for rheir 

bad Behaviour in the Voyage. 
He was for near a Fortnight or more labouring 
under the Fever, bliſtered almoſt from Head to 
Foot; during which Time his Friends had con- 
ceived ſome Hopes, that his Life might be ſaved, 
upon the Application intended to be made to his 
Majeſty; which when in Intervals mentioned to 
him, he ſeemed not at all to rejoice at it, but as 
well as he could ſpeak, would fay, God's Will be 
done. And when he was told the Report was made 
of him 'to . his Majeſty, and he was ordered for 
Death, he was ſtill in the ſame Tone; his Fever 
being then in ſome Meaſure reduced and cortected, 
by the Applications his Friends had made to re- 
lieve him, in Hopes of ſaving Life: Becauſe he 
wanted not thoſe in the higheſt Repute and Eſteem 
in all the Navy, Gentlemen, Officers of high 
Rank, and others, to interceed in his Behalf, who 
took upon them ſo to do, upon the Knowledge they 
| had 
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had of his being a diligent active Seaman, and a 
good Subject. 

Reſigned he was indeed to the Will of Provi- 
dence, and his Superiors, to the laſt Degree; nor 
once, by external Appearance, or by Expreſſion, 
ſhewed the leaſt Degree of Timidity, though he 
declared his firm Belief of the Time when he muſt 
give up an Account of his Actions at a future 
Judgment. Wrapt up in his Innocence, as to any 
Intention of committing ſo barbarous an Act, as 
his Accuſers made out againſt him, he ſaid he could 
meet his Fate with the utmoſt Reſignation and Pa- 
tience. And this, I believe, all that ſaw him in 
his laſt Trial upon the Stage, from whence he was 
executed, were Eye - witneſſes of. 

He was in no Hurry of Spirits upon his ap- 
proaching End, till, on the Evening before his Exe- 
cution, two inconſiderate Men came abruptly into 
his Apartment, as he lay in Bed (out of which he 
had not been for ſome Time, but juſt to have it 
moved, that he might lay the eaſier) and told him 
they were come to take Meaſure of him for the 
Iron-work, in order for his hanging in Chains. 
This indeed ſhock'd his Apprehenſions a good deal, 
and gave him great Perturbation of Mind. 

Soon after I viſited him, in order to give him 
what Conſolation I was by my Office intitled to do, 
and by Authority of the Holy Scriptures. Im- 
mediately upon my Approach to his Bed-ſide, he 
accoſted me with, Sir, I have juſt now met with 
the greateſt Shock that ever I did in my Life. T 
aſked him hat it was; and he told me as I have 
related above, with reſpect to the two Men com- 
ing to tell him he was to be hanged in Chains. 

I endeavoured to take off the Edge of this Ter- 
ror in the beſt Manner that then occurred to me, 

H by 
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by repreſenting to him, that perhaps they might 
be Perſons, who made uſe of that Pretence, in or- 
der to ſatisfy a Curiofity they might have to fee 


him. And I added, that I had the Day before 


heard ſuch a Report, but the Truth of it I diſput- 
ed, and ſhould do ſo till I ſaw the Warrant, which 
would not be brought to the Keeper till the Morn- 
ing of the Execution, Upon which he ſeemed to 
be ſomewhat eaſier in his Mind, and we went to 
Prayers together, in which he joined with me moſt 
fervently. 
Some Time after this, the Deputy Marſhal of 
the Admiralty, and ſome other Gentlemen from 
Doctors Commons, came (as uſual upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion) to aſk Captain Lowrey if he had any rea- 
ſonable Requeſt to make, which was in their 
Power to grant. He aſked the Favour of bein 
admitted to go in a Coach, upon account he had 
laid fo long upon a ſick Bed; which was then rea- 
dily granted. What paſſed beſides, we ſhal] omit, 
perhaps as nothing to the Purpoſe. And fo the 
Gentlemen took Leave of him, and he of them, in 
a very civil and humane Manner. After which 
Captain Lowrey and I had ſome Converſation, and 
went to Prayers again e'er we parted, to implore 
the divine Mercies. | 
The next Morning I attended him again as ſoon 
as I conveniently could, and found a Friend or two 
with him, whom he really looked upon as ſuch. 
Others, who are pretended Printers of this Narra- 
tive, would have ſeen him, but he did- not deſire 
to ſee them, one of them having treated him fo ill 
before, that Captain Lowrey told him, had he not 
been in the Situation he was, his reproachful and 
infolent Behaviour would haye obliged him to kick 
him down Stairs, After the Bliſter on his Head, 
8 | and 
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and thoſe on his Arms were dreſſed, which put him 
to no ſmall Pain, though he bore it with great 
Patience, he got out of Bed with ſome Aſſiſtance, 
and when dreſſed, we had ſome Difcourſe together; 
inwhich he declared himſelf perfectly caſy as t o 
his approaching Fate; never mentioning a Word of 
being to be hanged in Chains. He ſaid he hoped that 
God had given him Grace to repent him of the Errors 
of his paſt Life; that he ſhould die in Charity with 
all Men; and was deſirous of receiving the bleſſed 
Sacrament, in Remembrance of the Death of Cbriſt, 
belicving it to be the only Conveyance of the Bene- 
fits of his Paſſion, viz. of the Forgivenels of Sins, 
and of Salvation in the World to come; according 
to God's Promiſes in Feſus Chriſt” Accordingly we 
proceeded to Prayer, and Conſecration of the Sacra- 
ment, after the Manner of the Church of England by 
Law eſtabliſhed, which he received on his Knees. 
When this was over, he was quite tranquil and eaſy, 
and ſaid, he was ready to go whenever he was 
called upon. | m_ 

His Friends were ſolicitous to have him con- 
veyed to the Place of Execution in a Coach, and 
had accordingly provided a Mourning Coach for 
him, as he had the Promiſe of that Conveyance 
over Night. They left us together, and went 
down Stairs; and upon their Return called me out 
from Captain Lowrey, to tell me their Reſolution 
was altered, and he was at laſt to go in a Cart; 
and *twas ſaid to be a particular Direction from 
above; and, leſt it ſhould hurry him, I was de- 
ſired to break it open to him in as eaſy a Manner 
as I could ſuggeſt, I went to him, and ſaid, 
Now we have gone thus far, I hope you now 
torgot the Things on Earth, and afe ſetting your 


Affections on Things above. What if any Thing 
H 2 ſhould 
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ſhould happen worſe, and otherwiſe than you ex- 
pect? To which he reply'd, My dear Sir, nothing 
can make me uneaſy : I hope I've now Reſolution 
to face the worſt, and bear all with Patience. I 
told him then he muſt not expect to go in a Coach, 
for that there was a Cart ready, and he muſt be 
content to go in it. To which he reply*d, ?Tis 
very odd]; but if it muſt be fo, I am very eaſy. 

\, Preſently afterwards he was called upon to move, 
the Officers being ready, and ſoon put into the 
Cart, with as much Compoſure as ever he appear- 
ed in his Life, He went through a vaſt Concourſe 
of People to the Place of Execution, and met with 
much leſs Inſult than ſome Folks imagined he 
would have done. INE | 
When he came there, what a vaſt Con- 
.courſe of People was there all round about the 
Place! When I came down to him; and had got 
upon the Scaffold, I aſk'd him how his Mind 
ſeemed to be affected? He ſaid very well, through 
the Hope he had in Chr iſt Feſus ; but yet "twas a 
ſhocking Sight. I defired him not to regard the 
Concourſe, but to fix his Mind with me in offering 
up our Prayers to the Almighty, and in recom- 
mending his Soul to the Protection of Jeſus, and 
the Mercics of God. Accordingly we were ſo em- 
ploycd for ſome Time; and ſoon after I had taken 
my Leave of him, the Executioner ſtruck out the 
Prop of the Scaffold very dexterouſly, and he 
dropp'd down in a perpendicular Line, and never 
ſtruggled. 

As to the Particulars of the Death of Haſſock, he 
always ſaid to the laſt, that he ſtruck him only three 
or four Times with the End of a croſs Jagg-brace 
upon bis Back, as he owned upon Trial; that al- 
terwards he called the People aft to take down Haſ- 
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ack out of the Way of hoiſting the Main- top-ſail 3 
they not coming ſo ſoon.as they ought, he ran him-, 


ſelf to do it, and found him with his Head hanging 
over his Shoulders foaming at the Mouth. As ſoon 
as they ſuſpected him dying, he had him carried 
down below, and bled him with a Penknife, and 
uſed what other Methods he thought neceſſary to 
recover him. He was ſure what he did to him 
could never have killed him; that he was free from 
all Intent of that Kind; and the People ſwore 
He had prepared a Petition to. his Majeſty, 
what Interpoſition it met with, his Friends are at a 
Loſs to ſay. The Copy of which is as follows, and 
ſhall ſhut up all we publiſh on this Account, de- 
ſign'd only to prevent Calumny attending his Me- 
mory, as he ſuffered the Sentence of the Law. 


4 


To the King's Maſt Excellent Majeſty, _ © 


The Humble Petition of Captain James Lowrey, 
now under Sentence of Death, 


Sheweth, 
HAT I, your Majeſty's Subject, and un- 
happy Petitioner, am caſt for my Life by 
my Country, through a Sett of Men, who being 
conſcious of their unwarrantable and villainous 
Conduct when under my Command, and not ha- 
ving the Fear of God before their Eyes, bave 
ſworn away my Life, that thereby they might 
not be expos'd to that Puniſhment which their 
iniquitous Proceedings towards me juſtly merited. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, I have ſerved many 
Years in your Majeſty's Royal Navy, all which 
Time I conducted my ſelf as a Gentleman, an ho- 
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= - 125 55 Sir, entitel cer of the ern ; * 
; for wat T mh 57, Sp and for which, with⸗- 
. A 0h eſtys gracious Interpoſſtioh, mult die. 
= T7 Me hore throw 11 150 oyer upoh your Majęſty's 
= God:like Clemency z, & Virtue, for which your 
Majeſty is chiefly adoted, above all the orice” many 
Virtues that poſſeſs your great and generous Soul, 
aud that Life that your Majeſty maß be N 
pleaſed to prg halt be devoted to your Ma- 
jeſty's Service w oft Royal Dignity and Intereſt, 
= 1, as an Individual, have, and ſhall, always endea> © 
W vour to ſupport and maintaib, at the Fazärd ok 
| Life and Fortune, and as in Duty and Gratitude 
! ag n for my Royal Sovereign and Pre- 
rver * 
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Ever pray, &c. * 
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3s ee Jonx TAYLOR. 


/ 12 F $0 Wo 


> rey ) a Sr 


F TN I 


